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VISITING PROFESSOR WINS PRESTIGIOUS JOURNALISM AWARD 
MISSOULA, Mont. —
Maurice Possley, a visiting professor at The University of Montana School of
Journalism, has been named as the recipient of a prestigious award for journalistic 
achievement.
Possley, a veteran criminal justice reporter for the Chicago Tribune, will receive the 
51st Elijah Parish Lovejoy Award for journalism Oct. 15 during a ceremony at Colby College 
in Maine. The award, which Possley will share with fellow Tribune reporter Steve Mills, is 
presented annually to recognize courageous contributions to journalism in the United States.
The Tribune reporters will be honored for stories about flaws in the criminal justice 
system that helped influence Illinois Gov. George Ryan to halt executions in the state and 
pardon inmates who were wrongfully convicted.
Possley, who has been a reporter for 31 years, is spending a semester at UM as the 
journalism school’s T. Anthony Pollner Distinguished Professor of Journalism. He is teaching 
a course at UM titled “Covering Cops, Courts and Criminal Justice.”
Possley’s work includes coverage of serial killer John Wayne Gacy and the 
prosecutions of Oklahoma City federal building bomber Timothy McVeigh and Unabomber
-more-
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Ted Kaczynski. He is the author of two true crime books, “Everybody Pays ” (co-written by 
Rick Kogan) and “The Brown’s Chicken Massacre.”
The Lovejoy Award is named for Elijah Parish Lovejoy, who was killed in 1837 while 
defending his abolitionist newspaper against a pro-slavery mob.
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